In the Claims 


This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 


application: 

Claims 1-27 (cancelled) 



28. (amended) A guide wire comprising/ 

an elongated core having a proximal regkm and a distal region, the distal region of the 


core having a proximal portion and a distal portion; 

a radiopaque coil disposed about the/listal portion of the distal region of the core; and 
a plastic jacket disposed abaaTthp proximal portion distal region of the core and the 
radiopaque coil , the plastic jacket P/ej/g in intimate contact with the proximal portion of the 
distal region of the core along a length thereof . 

29. (previously presented) A guide wire as in claim 28, wherein the plastic jacket 
is in intimate contact with the radiopaque coil. 

30. (cancelled) S 

3 1 . (previously presented) A 
has a smooth outer surface. 


gui^v 


gum/wire as in claim 28, wherein the plastic jacket 




Msl 32. (previously presented) A guide wire as in clajih 28, wherein a distal end of the 
radiopaque coil is connected to a distal end of the core tc/form a connection, and wherein the 
plastic jacket encapsulates the connection. 


33. (previously presented) A guidewire as in claim 32, wherein the distal portion 
of the core has a relatively flat cross- sectional shape. 


34. (previously presented; A guidewire as in claim 33, wherein the proximal 
portion of the core has a relatively round cross-sectional shape. 
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35. (amended) A guide wire comprising: / 

an elongated core having a proximal region ^mid a distal region, the distal region of the 
core having a proximal portion and a distal portion, the distal portion of the distal region 
having a relatively flat cross-sectional shape /mid the proximal portion of the distal region of 
the core having a relatively round cross-sejnional shape; 

a radiopaque coil disposed aboirtohe distal portion of the distal region of the core, with 
a distal end of the radiopaque coil connected to a distal end of the core to form a junction; and 
a plastic jacket having a srnooth outer surface disposed about the proximal portion of 
the distal region of the core, the' radiopaque coil, and the junction, the plastic jacket being in 
intimate contact with the radiopaque coil and the proximal portion of the distal region of the 
core. / 


36. (new) A guide wire as in claim 28, whereinr the radiopaque coil is 

encapsulated within the plastic jacket. / 

37. (new) A guide wire as in claim 28, wherein the proximal portion of the distal 
region of the core has an outer surface, and the plastic jacket has an inner surface, and the 
inner surface of the plastic jacket and the outer surface of the proximal portion of the distal 
region of the core are in direct contact over at L^ast the length of the proximal portion of the 
distal region of the core. 

38. (new) A guide wire/Vas^m claim 28, wherein the plastic jacket has a 

substantially constant outer diameter/over the radiopaque coil and the proximal portion of the 
core. / 

39. (new) A gukfe wire as in claim 28, wherein the core tapers along the distal 

region of the core. / 
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40. (new) A guide wire comprising: 

an elongated core wire including a first portion and a second portion disposed adjacent 
the first portion; / 

a radiopaque coil disposed about the first portion of the core wire; 
a polymer jacket including a first section disposed abouj/fhe radiopaque coil, and a 
second section adjacent the first section and overlaying and in/contact with the second portion 
of the core wire. / 

41. (new) A guidewire comprising: / 

an elongated body assembly including/a first portion and a second portion disposed 
adjacent the first portion, the body assembly including an elongated core wire extending 
through both the first and second portion^ 

the first portion including a radiopaque coil disposed about the core wire, and a first 
section of a polymer jacket disposed about the radiopaque coil; 

the second portion including a second section of the polymer jacket overlaying and in 


contact with the core wire. 



